ememhering Rachel

Rachel seemed to follow the advice given by Steven Palmer supervise her placement in the casket. In their church,
former California Governor Jerry Brown, “Life just of which they were very activie, was a wedding planner
is. You have to flow with it. Give yourself to the whom they turned to help them plan Rachel’s funeral.
moment. Let it happen.” The casker was ready within 48 hours. It was a well-crafted

And she did. wood and attractive in 2 homemade sense. The interior was a

She was in a small coastal resort town in Mexico celehrating, burgundy silken material (a favorite color of hers). The pillow
with her family, the eighteenth birthday of her vounger sister was readied moments before she was placed in the casket. Ir was
when she leaned backward over the third-story balcony at of the same material as the casket but fringed with a simple lace
the small hotel and fell 30 feet onto the cement plaza. She that gave it a feminine appeal without being garish.
was taken to the local rural medical center where her family The wedding planner arrived to redo our visitation area,
watched her slip away. After much pawing at the ground and a suitable period of

[ knew this would be a family with strong ideas when | snorting for both of us to establish territory, we went from
received a call from Rachel’s mother in the early morning. combatants to comrades. She supplied the grand picture
She had been in fierce negotiations with the Mexican funeral and flourishes and we added the practical necessities. The
home about her return to this country. 1 called in my Hispanic presentation of Rachel in the casket was beautiful. Fabric
director and he negotiated with the funerales to meet us at coordinating with that of the interior was swirled on the
the border after her embalming and the procurement of the closed lower lid of the casker to serve as garnish ro her casker
MECESSATY PAPETs. spray. The open lid was subtly garlanded with small flowers

Rachel’s family is sweet, loving and extremely close. They to highlight but not divert attention from the guest of honor.
informed me that her casket was being built by the family and a Glass vases of her favorite flower, the lavender rose, were placed
few close friends. They wished to do her hair and cosmetics and in front of the casket.
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